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March 14, 2017 
 
Dear Senator Risch: 

I am writing to let you know that the Idaho Humanities Council has funded my project 
Idaho’s LGBTQ Community and I am so thankful for support of this nature.  I believe that 
supporting the humanities in our state is incredibly important.  Congressional support of the 
National Endowment for the Humanities enables the state-based partner, the Idaho Humanities 
Council, and state councils throughout the nation to support grants like mine, and scores of other 
projects and programs for schools, libraries, museums, and other organizations benefitting the 
general public.  Congressional support of NEH helps make my work possible, and promotes 
lifelong learning in the humanities for the general public. 

My project includes a documentary film about the murder of Steven Nelson in Nampa, 
which is currently being prosecuted in federal court as a hate crime.  The project also includes a 
collection of oral histories with lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and queer people from every 
county in the state of Idaho.   

This project is important because the LGBTQ community is underrepresented in the state 
of Idaho.  There’s insufficient protection for this group; the Idaho Legislature has continued 
upholding statutes allowing for open discrimination based on sexual orientation including 
prohibiting members of the LGBTQ community from housing and allowing employers to 
terminate employees based on their sexual orientation.  Marriage wasn’t recognized by the state 
until it became a federal mandate.  Steven Nelson was an Idaho native who graduated from the 
University of Idaho and worked for both UI and BSU.  After his murder on April 29, 2016 the 
Matthew Shepherd Foundation urgently called for Idaho to take the long overdue steps of adding 
sexual orientation and gender identity to its hate crime law.  My film will celebrate Steven’s life, 
investigate the reasons for his death, and explore why the four words are not part of Idaho law. 
The oral history collection will prove to be a valuable addition to LGBTQ collections because 
stories from rural areas are lacking nationwide.  

I hope you will get a chance to see this project upon completion.  It will be published 
through the University of Idaho Library’s website and linked through the Latah County and 
Idaho State historical societies’ websites as well. 
 
Sincerely, 

  
Denise Bennett 
Assistant Professor 
Office: (208) 885-7460 
Cell: (208) 310-0334 
deniseb@uidaho.edu 
 
 
 


